2021 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOOKLIST

GLSEN’s National Student Council put together a list of books that are focused on diverse
stories and LGBTQ+ characters.
While this booklist showcases many LGBTQ+ Authors, not all of them may be part of the community, and instead, show
solidarity through highlighting LGBTQ+ stories and characters. This list is geared towards Elementary School students;
however, the books can be enjoyed by anyone. We hope this helps educators, libraries, and book clubs incorporate
more LGBTQ+ stories in their collections.

I AM JAZZ

Purchase I Am Jazz by Jazz Jennings and Jessica Herthel • Available in Spanish
From the time she was two years old, Jazz knew that she had a girl’s brain in a boy’s body. She loved
pink and dressing up as a mermaid and didn’t feel like herself in boys’ clothing. This confused her
family, until they took her to a doctor who said that Jazz was transgender and that she was born
that way. Jazz’s story is based on her real-life experience and she tells it in a simple, clear way that
will be appreciated by picture book readers, their parents, and teachers.

SAM!

Purchase Sam by Dani Gabriel
Sam feels a sense of relief when he finally confides in his annoying but caring sister Maggie, and
then his parents, even though it takes them a while to feel comfortable with it. But with lots of love
and support, Sam and his family learn and grow through Sam’s journey to embrace his true self.
In the vein of I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel, Sam! is based on a true story. With a note from the
author explaining their family’s experience, Sam! is an important addition to a list of books that
help children and adults discuss gender identity.

AND TANGO MAKES THREE

Purchase And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell
Available in Spanish • Available on Audiobook
The heartwarming true story of two penguins who create a nontraditional family is now available
in a sturdy board book edition.
At the penguin house at the Central Park Zoo, two penguins named Roy and Silo were a little bit
different from the others. But their desire for a family was the same. And with the help of a kindly
zookeeper, Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome a baby penguin of their very own.
In time for the tenth anniversary of And Tango Makes Three, this Classic Board Book edition is
the perfect size for small hands.

A IS FOR ACTIVIST

Purchase A is for Activist by Innosanto Nagara • Available in Spanish
A is for Activist is an ABC board book written and illustrated for the next generation of progressives:
families who want their kids to grow up in a space that is unapologetic about activism, environmental
justice, civil rights, LGBTQ rights, and everything else that activists believe in and fight for.
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The alliteration, rhyming, and vibrant illustrations make the book exciting for children, while the
issues it brings up resonate with their parents’ values of community, equality, and justice. This
engaging little book carries huge messages as it inspires hope for the future, and calls children
to action while teaching them a love for books.

WHEN AIDAN BECAME A BROTHER

Purchase When Aidan Became a Brother by Kyle Lukoff
When Aidan was born, everyone thought he was a girl. His parents gave him a pretty name, his room
looked like a girl’s room, and he wore clothes that other girls liked wearing. After he realized he
was a trans boy, Aidan and his parents fixed the parts of life that didn’t fit anymore, and he settled
happily into his new life. Then Mom and Dad announce that they’re going to have another baby, and
Aidan wants to do everything he can to make things right for his new sibling from the beginning —
from choosing the perfect name to creating a beautiful room to picking out the cutest onesie. But
what does making things right actually mean? And what happens if he messes up? With a little help,
Aidan comes to understand that mistakes can be fixed with honesty and communication and that he
already knows the most important thing about being a big brother: how to love with his whole self.
When Aidan Became a Brother is a heartwarming book that will resonate with transgender children,
reassure any child concerned about becoming an older sibling, and celebrate the many transitions
a family can experience.

PRIDE: THE STORY OF HARVEY MILK AND THE RAINBOW FLAG

Purchase Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag by Rob Sanders
In this deeply moving and empowering true story, young readers will trace the life of the Gay Pride
Flag, from its beginnings in 1978 with social activist Harvey Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to its
spanning of the globe and its role in today’s world. Award-winning author Rob Sanders’s stirring text,
and acclaimed illustrator Steven Salerno’s evocative images, combine to tell this remarkable — and
undertold — story. A story of love, hope, equality, and pride.

PRINCE & KNIGHT

Purchase Prince & Knight by Daniel Haack
Once upon a time, in a kingdom far from here, there was a prince in line to take the throne, so his
parents set out to find him a kind and worthy bride. The three of them traveled the land far and
wide, but the prince didn’t quite find what he was looking for in the princesses they met.
While they were away, a terrible dragon threatened their land, and all the soldiers fled. The prince
rushed back to save his kingdom from the perilous beast and was met by a brave knight in a suit
of brightly shining armor. Together they fought the dragon and discovered that special something
the prince was looking for all along. This book is published in partnership with GLAAD to accelerate
LGBTQ inclusivity and acceptance.
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JULIÁN IS A MERMAID

Purchase Julián Is a Mermaid by Jessica Love • Available in Spanish • Available on Audiobook
In an exuberant picture book, a glimpse of costumed mermaids leaves one boy flooded with wonder
and ready to dazzle the world.
While riding the subway home from the pool with his Abuela one day, Julián notices three women
spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and their
joy fills the train car. When Julián gets home, daydreaming of the magic he’s seen, all he can think
about is dressing up just like the ladies in his own fabulous mermaid costume: a butter-yellow curtain
for his tail, the fronds of a potted fern for his headdress. But what will Abuela think about the mess he
makes — and even more importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees himself? Mesmerizing
and full of heart, Jessica Love’s author-illustrator debut is a jubilant picture of self-love and a radiant
celebration of individuality.

NEITHER

Purchase Neither by Arilie Anderson
In the Land of This and That, there are only two kinds: blue bunnies and yellow birds. But one day
a funny green egg hatches, and a little creature that’s not quite a bird and not quite a bunny pops
out. It’s neither.
Neither tries hard to fit in, but its bird legs aren’t good for jumping like the other bunnies, and its
fluffy tail isn’t good for flapping like the other birds. It sets out to find a new home and discovers
a very different place, one with endless colors and shapes and creatures of all kinds. But when a
blue bunny and a yellow bird with some hidden differences of their own arrive, it’s up to Neither
to decide if they are welcome in the Land of All.
This colorful, simple, and touching story promotes diversity and offers a valuable lesson to the
youngest of audiences: it is our differences that unite us.

INTRODUCING TEDDY

Purchase Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton • Available in Spanish
Introducing Teddy introduces the youngest readers to understanding gender identity and transition
in an accessible and heart-warming story about being true to yourself and being a good friend.
Errol and his teddy, Thomas, are best friends who do everything together. Whether it’s riding a bike,
playing in the treehouse, having a tea party, or all of the above, every day holds something fun to do.
One sunny day, Errol finds that Thomas is sad, even when they are playing in their favorite ways.
Errol can’t figure out why, until Thomas finally tells Errol what the teddy has been afraid to say:
In my heart, I’ve always known that I’m a girl teddy, not a boy teddy. I wish my name was Tilly, not
Thomas. And Errol says, I don’t care if you’re a girl teddy or a boy teddy. What matters is that you
are my friend.
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